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The weakness of smaller or inexperienced states was
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_ perhaps most evident in internal EU power struggles, such as

over the visa-waiver negotiations with the US. Slovenia (whoseg

; .  citizens already benefit from the ctrrent agreement with the

i . US) did not handle this well on behalf of the other new . 3

: . mermber states (which do not). And when the Czech Republic

1. went it alone in bilateral negotiations with Washington, - . %

Lo * Slovenia did not - or could not - rein it in sufficiently, thus

! diluting EU eompetence in this area. 4 ‘ 4
As always, the EU remains work in progress. But Slovenia’s

e spell at the head of the table has worked out well in showing -
i ) yet again — that the ‘big-bang" enlargement was not 2 terrible
! . mistake and did not leave Europe exposed to mismanagement
incompetent outsiders or a plethora of tiny mew member states;

“That is worth a seven out of ten for any presidency. -




